Taking Stock:
How to Find and Use
Stock Photos
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Stock Photo Sites

A

lthough there are many
sites on the web where
you can view and
download free photographs, we find
that these are generally intended for
use on the web. The files are
commonly in JPEG format with a
resolution of 300 dpi – too low to
reproduce well in print.
We recommend that when you are
selecting images to appear in print,
you limit your search to fee-based
sites known to have high-resolution
forms of their images. Some of the
sites we think you will enjoy visiting
are:

Corbis (www.corbis.com)
Corbis has acquired the rights to over

23 million images and photographs.
You can browse in the gallery for
free and download comping images
with the Corbis watermark. When
you have selected an image, you
can access the high resolution
version by paying a fee and
proceeding to download.
Getty Images (www.gettyone.com)
Getty provides you with access to
over 200,000 images. Some are
royalty-free while others are rightsprotected. Prices tend to be higher
than for Corbis images.
Imagestate (www.imagestate.com)
ImageState provides photographs to
the professional business user.
Images are sold to customers on

two bases: royalty free and rights
protected. Royalty free images are
typically sold for a low price for
either an individual image or as
a collection of images on a CDrom, with few restrictions on the
use of the image. Rights protected
images are sold for limited and
specific uses on an exclusive
basis. The price charged for an
image is individually negotiated
and is at a premium compared
to royalty free rates.
We are always looking for new
stock photography sites; call us
for a more comprehensive list.

Comping Image: Short for

Royalty-free Image: Refers to

Rights-Protected Image: The

comprehensive rendering. Comping
images are medium to low resolution
that can be used as for position only
placements to see whether the image
works in your layout as you intended
when you selected it. Many feebased image sites provide comping
images, often with a large,
noticeable watermark.

images that can be purchased
outright, then used in any way you
wish. Royalty-free images may be
priced based on file size – the
smaller the file, the lower the fee.
However, this often means that
you will be limited graphically in
the uses – for example, a small, low
resolution file may not be suitable
for print.

use of rights-protected images are
strictly controlled by the copyright
holder and conceptually are only
“rented” for specific use. The terms
and conditions of use will be clearly
delineated; in general, the broader
the intended use, the higher the use
fee. Any use of a rights-protected
image that is outside the stated terms
and conditions means that the use is
subject to an additional fee.
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Image Download Tips
f you are browsing for
comping images or want to
show us examples of the
kind of photos you’d like to
include in your printed piece,
follow these directions to
download the image. Do
remember that you will probably
be downloading a 72 dpi image –
something that looks fine on
your computer screen but is
insufficient to reproduce well
in print.

I

For PC users:
1. Click the right mouse
button.
2. Click “save image as”
(Netscape) or “save picture
as” (Explorer).
3. You will be prompted with a
default file name and
(usually) a default file type
with the appropriate file
extension. Accept the
default file name or change it
if you wish.
4. Select the destination for the
image file, and click SAVE.

Q. I understand A.
the arguments about
copyright, but I really
don’t think the
Copyright Police will

Copyright

explain why I need
to worry about
copyright compliance?
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We will provide all the assistance we

compliance is somewhat akin to

can to help you gain copyright

software licensing – it is both the

permission or even to find royalty-free

right thing to do, and it may be

images, but we will not print from your

illegal not to comply. As your

file if there are copyright or licensing

printer, we are obliged to respect

violations.

copyright and licensing
restrictions. If you have failed to
gain permission to reproduce an

find me. Can you

For Macintosh users:
1. Point your cursor over the
image.
2. Click and hold the mouse
button and wait for
options.
3. Select “save this image as”
4. Release the mouse button;
a dialog box will open.
5. Select the destination for
the image file; rename (if
desired).
6. Click SAVE.

image, or if you bring us a file
containing a comping image, we
cannot reproduce your piece until
permission has been obtained or
you have paid the fee to use a
print-quality image.

